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Ⅰ. Background
I have been teaching English in Ruei Bei Elementary School of Hualien county since 2004. I deeply feel the lack of educational resources here in the area compared to the other parts in Hualien county. It can not be over emphasized the importance of teachers’ teaching ability and enthusiasm should be highly promoted. It is also possible to provide superior English education quality to the kids in the area by applying information technology and connecting associated community resources with teaching and learning. 

Ruei Bei elementary school currently continues to add technology facilities and computer media equipments such as whiteboards, projectors, window XP computers, and high-power horns to the first to the sixth grade classroom in its school area. These well equipped equipments eventually increase its quantity under principles’ efforts.

Secondly, applying “incorporating digital techniques into English teaching” not only requires well equipped hardware and software but also needs creative teaching methods. Thus it would be efficient in students’ best interest to learn English and yields twice the result with half the effort to achieve teaching and learning goals. 
Finally, besides my interest in “incorporating digital techniques into English teaching”, the plan--the Ministry of Educationencourages and sponsors English teachers to research and study in English speaking countries--makes me consider to visit Montreal city, Canada, which isa bilingual city and its high rated of multicultural immigrants makes Montreal city a big diversity environment. The local teachers apply special teaching methods to match the learning demands of children from different countries and different races. Absorbing these teaching methods and experiences from Montreal city would be a good reference to help teachers in Hualien county to respect multicultural and promote students’ learning in multicultural and foreign languages.   
Ⅱ. Goals of study abroad
The goals of my learning trip in Montreal, Canada include five: 
1. To study educational and science theory & practice.

2. To collect teaching and developed resources which teachers adopt in class in Montreal as my designed reference to teach English. 

3. Study the teaching strategies teachers adopt in Montreal when they face students from different races and cultures as my reference when I teach students from different tribes--Amis,, Bunun, Tai Lu Ko, and Chinese in class. 

4. To study the cultural difference of the local teachers with different nationality as my reference in communicating with foreign teachers in Taiwan when co-teaching in the class.  
5. To promote self ability in communication in English. 

Ⅲ Themes of study
1. To study the theory and practice of “incorporating digital techniques into English teaching” referring to the language schools’ current creative and effective teaching methods & resources in Canada such as smart board, education associated application with information technology, electrical book of English story-telling, maintain hardware, associated software applied in English teaching. 

2. Education and Science: Besides studying “incorporating digital techniques into English teaching”, I will take the chance to discuss how to apply modern technology into English teaching effectively and the side effects of over depending on the technology with professors and local teachers.   
Ⅳ. Types of study

1. Visit the Children’s language summer camp (KIDS and CHAMPONS DAYCAMP) in Montreal city.

2. Interact and communicate with the locals to increase my ability of English communication. 

3. Visit the YMCA International language school and FLY EXPERIENCE language school and interview with directors and teachers. 

4. Visit national educational institutes like “Biosphère, Environment Museum”, “Montreal 
Museum of Fine Art “, and the City of Festivals such as “International Montreal Jazz Festival”, and “Montreal International Dragon Boat Race Festival
5. Visit and study in the University of Concordia. 

Ⅴ. Introduction of site visited .

1. Universities and language learning institutions 

(1) University of Concordia

Concordia University has been in existence since 1974, but its two founding institutions — Loyola College and Sir George Williams University — have a considerably longer history. The name of the university comes from the motto of the City of Montreal, “Concordia Salus,” which means “well-being through harmony.”

The University currently employs over 2,000 academic personnel, including full-time and part-time faculty, many of whom are professionals drawn from the artistic community, high-tech industries, and the business world, as well as a number of professional librarians. Through their wide range of experience, these members of academic staff ensure that Concordia students will receive broad exposure to qualified professionals in their chosen areas of study.

(2) McGill University
McGill University is one of Canada's best-known institutions of higher learning and one of the country's leading research-intensive universities. With students coming to McGill from about 160 countries, our student body is the most internationally diverse of any medical-doctoral university in Canada. 

The oldest university in Montreal, McGill was founded in 1821 from a generous bequest by James McGill, a prominent Scottish merchant. Since that time, McGill has grown from a small college to a bustling university with two campuses, 11 faculties, some 300 programs of study, and more than 34,000 students. The University partners with four affiliated teaching hospitals to graduate over 1,000 health care professionals each year. 
(3)YMCA International Language School
Here is the introduction from its website: Come live the adventure of another language at the YMCA of Greater Montreal International Language School, where the action is, in the heart of Montreal, a bilingual multicultural city. Our 30-year success with students from here and around the world attests to the quality and professionalism of our programs. 
The YMCA of Greater Montreal International Language School is more than just a school: it is part of a vast international YMCA organization that has centres in 130 countries. 

Our new complex is situated in the downtown core, across the street from a metro (subway) station. Our school has 15 large bright classrooms and 2 computer language labs. You can have access to the internet as well as take advantage of the state-of-the-art sports facilities in our building which include a gym, swimming pools, a sauna, a fitness center with a jogging track and the latest exercise equipment, and courts for squash and racquetball. You can also join classes of Tai-Chi, yoga, aerobics, karate… You can do all this and put your new language skills to use in a bilingual environment, since most Montrealers using our facilities speak French and English. That's why we're unique! You're not just taking language courses; you are also participating in the social and cultural world of the YMCA.
(4) Summer Camps: Champions and K.I.D.S.
Champions and K.I.D.S are two popular summer camps for kids in Montreal. In the camps, English is the language for instruction and communication. However, for most students (students), English is not their first language. Therefore, the camps use sports, cultural activities, or games to help students to learn English in a relaxing and fun environment.
Ⅵ. Observations and interviews in two language learning institutions
Fly experience and YMCA language schools:

They combine language learning and summer camp activities for kids aged from five to seventeen years old. There are fifteen hours language courses within two weeks in English and French. In order to understand each student’s level in language communication, students need to be given a placement test before their course. Students will be arranged in different classroom according to their level in beginner, intermediate, advanced learners. Then every student will be asked to wear a wrist colored in purple which means his/her target language is French and colored in red which means his/her mother language is English. The purpose of the placement test is to help each students avoid from frustration when communicating with others
Evaluation and comments
Each students will be given a evaluation and comments to let them know what goals they have achieved or something they need to keep working on it when they finish the courses. 

More information see appendix.

Site-visiting
(1)Biosphère, Environment Museum

The Biosphère is an exclusive venue to better understand major environmental issues, including those related to water, air, climate change, sustainable development and responsible consumption.   

(2) Montreal Museum of Fine Art
the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts was originally the Art Association of Montreal when it was founded in 1860 by a group of a wealthy art-loving Montreal residents. But the first institution of its kind in the country wasn't so much an institution as it was a traveling art exhibit without a home. 

It wouldn't be until 1879 that the art association set root, inaugurated as an art museum as well as claiming the title of first building in Canada designed specifically to house art. And it wasn't until 1912 that the Art Association of Montreal moved to its present location on Sherbrooke Street. By 1948, Canada's preeminent art institution officially changed its name to the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. 
(3) The Montréal Science Centre
The Montréal Science Centre highlights and explains recent Canadian innovations and inventions both within the exhibition halls and in its public areas to show them off and make visitors more aware of the know-how of our local industries. 
In an effort to rejuvenate, support, and stimulate the teaching of science, the Science Centre, in collaboration with the ministère de l'Éducation du Québec, has created education programs for primary and secondary school students. It has also developed a careers-in-science program, with the goal of making current information about careers in science and technology available to young people. 
A team of consultants in the fields of education, communications, science and technology assists the programming team in developing its exhibition programs and its educational and cultural activities.
3. Attending cultural and sport events
(1)  International Montreal Jazz Festival

It is held annually in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, during the summer season (usually at the end of June and the beginning of July) and gathers artists from around the world. It is typically attended by over 2 million people who are attracted by the electric atmosphere, diversity of shows and by the city itself. The festival reported on its website (below) in April 2008 that the attendance of the 2007 festival reached 2.1 million. Many parts of the city's downtown core are closed to traffic for ten days as outdoor shows are free to the public and on many stages at the same time, from noon till midnight. Attendance to some shows is over 100,000 and sometimes over 200,000.

(2) Olympic Stadium (Montreal)

The stadium was designed by French architect Roger Taillibert to be a very elaborate facility featuring a retractable roof, which was to be opened and closed by a huge 175-metre (574 ft) tower – the tallest inclined structure in the world, and the sixth tallest building in Montreal. The design of the stadium is remarkably similar to the Australia Pavilion at Expo '70 in Osaka by Queensland University architect James MacCormick.


The Olympic swimming pool is located under this tower. An Olympic velodrome (since converted to the Montreal Biodome, an indoor nature museum) was situated at the base of the tower in a building similar in design to the swimming pool. The building was built as the main stadium for the 1976 Summer Olympic Games. The stadium was host to various events including: the opening and closing ceremonies, athletics, football finals, and some equestrian events.

The building's design is cited as a masterpiece of Organic Modern architecture.[3] Taillibert based the building on plant and animal forms, aiming to include vertebral structures with sinewy or tentacles, while still following the basic plans of Modern architecture.[3]
(3). Montreal International Dragon Boat Race Festival
Dragon boat racing has been practiced in China by around 20 million people. But over the past 25 years it has spread beyond Asia to Europe, North America, Australia and Africa, to become an international sport with a huge following. Nowadays it is among the fastest growing water sports and remains amazingly the largest team sport, with over 60 million participants in over 50 countries. The biggest dragon boat festival racing events outside of Asia are in Canada. Vancouver, Toronto and Montreal each host races featuring more than 180 25-person crews. These races take place over two days in mid-to-late June or July trying to correspondent with the 5th Day of the 5th Month custom. As co-operation plays an important role in successful dragon boat racing crews, Dragon Boat Racing has also become a very popular corporate and charitable sport, during which friendship, strength and endurance are developed among the participants.

Material collections for my curriculum development
(1) Board games

Word exchange junior

There are 9 suggested words printed on each of the 20 word cards. By adding the letters in black to the big 3-letter word at the top of the card, an opponent is able to transform the word and steal it. For example, if you add an L to your opponent’s word-card AIR, you will obtain the word LIAR. However, another player can then steal your word-card by adding a T and transform it into TRAIL. Better still, add the letter E and turn it into RETAIL. 

OUTBURST The Game Of Verbal Explosions

OUTBURST is a game of topics. Each card has a TOPIC and 10 TARGET ANSWERS. Each card is printed on both sides (800 topics) but only one side is played at a time. OUTBURST is played in teams. No matter how many people are playing, divide the players into two teams. Teams should sit together (unless you’ve been serving chili). Because OUTBURST is fast-paced and addictive, things can get a little wild. In an effort to maintain some order, one player should be selected to also serve as the Master of Ceremonies (M.C.). (This is not one of those rules you should question… do it!) The M.C. keeps things under control and maintains the playing order, topic selection, scoring, etc. This requires an authoritative person who happens to be honest (politicians need not apply!).

The basic concept is for you and your team to attempt to guess as many of the TARGET ANSWERS as possible. You receive one point for each TARGET ANSWER you give. 
(2) Pictures

What I have learned most from the studying abroad and how my experience further improves my teaching 
1. Pedagogy 

Mistakes correction:

Some of my students in Ruei Bei Elementary School are shy to communicate with others in public. They are so afraid of making mistakes that they don’t like to speak English in the classroom. I usually encourage them and make them understand that it’s not a big deal to speak English with wrong grammar or words. Then I asked them to repeat after me in front of other students once I found there’s something wrong with their sentences. To understand the practices that Canadian English as Second Language teachers (ESL) use, I raise the question when I interview them.

Teachers in YMCA  record students’ mistakes in grammar or in oral communication during the course, and then show the wrong sentences one by one on the blackboard for studnetsstudents. Teachers then discuss these sentences with students students and request them to fill in the correct answers. Teachers don’t correct students’ mistake immediately. I think it’s another way to correct students’ mistakes without hurting their feelings. Now, I use this way in my teaching, and I find it works. From my observation in the class,  shy students are much more confident to speak English in the classroom. 
Ways to encourage students to speak English
The students here in the country don’t have much opportunity to speak English after English classes compared to the students in the city. I remember one of my students told me “ teacher, I am still alive without speaking English. So, why should I speak English? “. Then I shared my experience in the U.S. and Canada with them when I communicated with the native speaker to ask for directions, ordering food, buying toy...etc. I even showed them many pictures in my oversea traveling. My purpose is to make them think that learning English is still useful when they travel to English speaking countries or encounter English-speaking tourists in Taiwan. 
From my opinion, it’s important to let students interested in speaking English.  Practice makes perfect. When I visited  the YMCA language school, my interviewed teachers told me that, in order to encourage students to speak English, teachers  use various ways to encourage students to open their mouth to speak and communicate with others in target language--English. For instance, students needs to express his or her request in English to teachers, otherwise teachers will pretend not to understand. Additionally, teacher needs to emphasize the importance of the English grammar. For example, many Spanish students like to talk a lot even in speedy English, but teachers usually find many grammar mistakes in their oral speaking. For instance,  ‘I yesterday now go to class’. For me, I adopt a similar approach to encourage my students to speak English. I ask my students to speak English to get awards such as toys, scoring points, or candies form me. This approach Itreally works because my students can get things they want easily by using even sample English vocabularies. 
The use of technology in teaching and learning 
My school is well equipped with computer technology such as laptops, projectors, and electronic whiteboard. With the technology facilities,I usually use online resources-- interactive websites like starfall.com, kidclub.com to teach . I find most of my students are very interested in the content of these websites. Particularly, they are crazy about the English interactive games, and they never feel tired about them. The content on the websites really helps me review the words and sentences used by my students. Sometimes, I teach pop English songs throughthe Internet. Students can sing the songs, listen to the songs, and can see the animations. The effect of learning English songs is better than traditional ways such as  playing a CD. 

During my trip in Canada, I found the the Montreal biosphere, the Montréal Science center , Montreal Museum of Fine Art use a lot of information technology (IT) facilities to interact with  visitors. The interactive animations are filled with educational value so adults and kids can learn from the process. In other words, I think it’s convenient and effective to teach your target audiences something by adopting information technology (IT).   
Information technology learning can’t replace traditional learning

I asked my students to look up the dictionary, but they are not allowed to look up any unfamiliar words by using electric dictionary or any translated software. Why? I think it’s not easy for students to memorize the words by clicking the mouse and the meaning of the word just appears instantly. Then students won’t think the words. 
When I interviewed  the teacher, Isabel, in Montreal YMCA language school, she agreed with my way. Teacher Isabel in Montreal YMCA language school said it’s necessary for students to look up the English/English dictionary in person instead of using the electronic dictionary or surfing the internet. When students click the keyboard, the meaning of the word appears instantly. Students may not take time to understand the meanings, thus it’s not easy for them to memorize the word as long-term memory. Besides, the learning effect of computer interactive learning is limited, and it can’t replace in-personinteractive learning. I don’t deny that information technology is very convenient and useful, but it can’t totally replace some traditional learning. 
Group work: Presentation

I usually divide my class into two teams to playing English games. because completive games excite and motivate students to learn English. Sometimes, I group studentsto play short dramas. I never group my students to present something.I learnt the idea of grouping students and having presentation from FLY EXPERIENCE language school, Montreal. 

Teachers group students into several teams. Each team is given a topic, and team members are responsible for looking for resources to finish a presentation. There are no standard answers to their presentation. What they need to do is to cooperate with each other to discuss and finish their mission--a report. Students can use various ways to find the information including surfing the Internet, going to the library, or asking their friends and parents. Finally, each team needs to present its report in a given time in a target language.
After knowing team presentation work,I plan to  divide my students into groups to make up a story in English for their presentation. They can collect the story resources in the Internet or in the library. Then each group can present their storywith powerpoint or have a drama. If the effect of presentation is good, I will continue to use it in other classes in my curriculum. 

Curriculum
During this trip, I collected some board games, CD stories, posters, advertisement signs, post cards, and picturesand I plan to use these materials in my class. . The interview with the some teachers in Montreal made me think something to improve my teaching. Besides, cultural learning in different countries has impacts on my mind, especially in the bilingual and multicultural city--Montreal. For example, I saw a lot of traditional foods, dances, festivals from different countries including France, Russia, Africa countries, Spain, and Americas. I think these things I collected and observed from my trip assist me to design my cultural curriculum and may allow my students to experience multicultural curriculum.    
Self-improvement

In addition to my teaching, I’ve learned different cultures including some French words like “Merci” means “thank you” in English the manner in the interview, the western way in expression, that is always put your request in the beginning directly (English writing tends to put thesis statements in the beginning.). An idiom said “It is never too old to learn.” I think everyone in the modern world must go on learning in lifetime, because we never see the end of learning. Especially, a teacher in the society must have various abilities in teaching to train students in keeping competitive ability. Finally, from my own opinion, not only reading, but also traveling is a very good way to self-improvement.   
Appendix
1. The content of the placement test

Name of student:

Level:

English oral assessment:

Ask the student the following questions and check the category.

(1) Hello, how are you?

(2) What is your name?

(3) Where are you from? Tell me about your country/city?

(4) How long have you studied English?

(5) Do you have any brothers and sisters? Tell me about your family.

(6) Tell me about what you did yesterday (or this morning).

Teacher’s notes:

Assessment scale:

Beginner

-doesn’t understand the question or only understands part of it

-can’t answer in full sentences-uses mostly one word responses.

-answers in a choppy, non-fluent way

Intermediate

-understands the questions

-can answer using simple sentences, but has trouble elaboration on his/her answers

-makes quite a few grammatical mistakes in answers(pronunciation errors may also be heard)

-uses the present tense, but has difficulty with other tenses (eg: present perfect)

Advanced

-completely understands the questions

-can elaborate on answers with very few, if any, grammatical mistakes or pronunciation errors. 

Writing assessment

Name:

Choose one of the choices below and write a paragraph or a page on this subject.

(1) What kinds of things do you like to do in your free time? Explain when and why you like to do these activities.

(2) Where is you favorite place to go on a vacation? Write about this experience. Or you can also write about your dream vacation.

(3) Who is you best friend? Why is this person your best friend? Describe this person and explain your friendship.

2. Montreal YMCA International Language School’s student’s attestation

Student’s Name:

Course and Level:

Teacher:

Total course hours:

Total hours attended:

Oral evaluation:

Success in a level is based on proficiency in grammar and fluency combined. Pronunciation, vocabulary use and listening comprehension will be considered separately. 

PRONUNCIATION: very good □  good □  satisfactory □  unsatisfactory  □

VOCABULARY: very good □  good □  satisfactory □  unsatisfactory  □

LISTENING: very good □  good □  satisfactory □  unsatisfactory  □

PARTICIPATION:

Homework: very good □  good □  satisfactory □  unsatisfactory  □

Attendance: very good □  good □  satisfactory □  unsatisfactory  □

Punctuality: very good □  good □  satisfactory □  unsatisfactory  □

Class Activities: very good □  good □  satisfactory □  unsatisfactory  □

Note: Teachers will write result (A/B/C/R/RC/I) on the attendance roster. 

FLUENCY       A     B     C

GRAMMAR     A     B     C

A=very good    B=good     C=satisfactory

· R=repeat this level

· I=Incomplete (Please see teacher’s comments)

Overall Result:

Next Level:

TEACHER’S REMARKS:

Pronunciation:

Vocabulary:

Listening:

Fluency:

Grammar:

Other comments:
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